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Sudden death syndrome SACN

CATTLE NABS
Water deprivation Haemorrhagic
C Heat stress ) salt poisoning septlcaemla
' ; Rinderpest
- ' ] (eradicated worIdW|de)
N Cl\/hsadventu re) CPasteurella multocida P Q—I/stophllus somn)
acidosis f-.. ¢

Physical

(blackleg etc)

,@ypocalcaem@

Metabolic B

Alimentary

accidents
(bloat, displacement,

perforations etc) C nghtmng )

Clostridial diseases *j

(FIuoroace\tate)

( Cardiac ) \‘\\CNitrate-nitrite*D

"'Q—IypomagnesaemiaD

Ketosis *

Do not open if
suspect anthrax

Cyanogenic} ----- e Nutritional
( glycosides (Blue -green aIgae)

\ y CHydrogen suIﬁde)

- N b
Other plant toxins such as | % [ Heavy metals ]

arsenic, copper, selenium)

glycosides

White muscle disease
(hypovitaminosis E or Se def)

Diterpenoid alkaloids™

(eg ironwood) AN G—Iaemonchosis}
i i i N naplasmosis)
Trematpxm (eg poison peach) ‘. lonophores P : B Notifiable Disease

Tannins (eg yellowwood)

Carboxyatractzlo&de Urea* C Babesiosis * ) ¢ Additional samples for Dx
(eg noogoora burr) ) rea * .

Case examples on website
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Sudden death [EEausme

. . Fresh Fixed

@ individual,  Pooled, Sampling considerations

labelled, chilled  formalin

Additional samples

Abomasum / forestomachs

) e Several significant EADs.
Ocular fluids M rozen e Need thorough history.
Brain ] ]  Differentiate between ‘sudden death’ and ‘found dead’.
Liver V1 M e Lab focus is on infectious, parasitic, metabolic and toxic causes.
Lung V] V] e Ocular fluids for suspect urea/ammonia, nitrate or phalaris
Kidney V] V] toxicosis and for metabolic disease.
Spleen v v e Some sampling of live clinically affected cohorts may be useful.
e Do not open carcase if suspect anthrax. Wear PPE and take thick
IF;Ieart tent g M air-dried smears of bloody exudate and soil.
umen contents
M
SI /LI /IC valve V] s Tick fever exclusion: take organ smears - brain and kidney.
Skeletal muscle V] v 3 Suspect plant poisoning: (1) submit plant sample (or photos),
Any lesions l il where access by the stock is clear, (2) submit suspect plant

fragments from rumen.

W Suspect feed (eg ionophores): send feed sample, batch label and
date, note batch details when problem started.

3 Blue-green algae: rinse container in water source, sample from
multiple depths on the downwind side of dam, add 5 mL of
formalin to 100 mL water to preserve cells.

' Other suspected toxins - request tests for these - you may need to
check with the lab about what to collect and how. 11 February 2025

Ante mortem (from cohorts)

Bloods *3
Blood smear




