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The J-W Jabstick (Figure 1) is a push-operated pole syringe for injecting animals from a safe distance. 
Its advantages over the spring-fired Westergun and Masterject pole syringes is their lighter weight, 
silent operation, and they are safer and easier to use.  

Figure 1: The J-W Jabstick is a push-operated pole syringe for injecting animals from a safe distance 

 

 
 

The J-W jabstick uses an Australian designed and made acetal syringe adapter. Into one end screws a 
pole and onto the other end is mounted the rubber sealing cap and barrel of a disposable syringe. A 
needle fastened to the nozzle of the syringe with a needle support cap securing the base of the 
needle, completes the arrangement. 

 

The pole of the J-W Jabstick is lightweight but strong aluminium, telescopic from 1-1.8 m, and black 
for stealth operations. However, any pole with the standard thick ¾” diameter, 5 threads/inch screw-
ends will fit the syringe adapter. The extendable paint poles found in hardware stores, some up to 
3.6 m in length, have this thread. Thus different lengths and types of poles can be used. 

The syringe adapters of the J-W Jabstick come in 3, 5 or 10 mL models to fit the disposable syringes 
of the Becton-Dickinson brand. Only the rubber sealing caps on the plungers, and the barrels of the 
disposable syringes, are used. Pull out the plunger from the disposable syringe, peel off its rubber 
sealing cap (Figure 2), press the rubber sealing cap on to the end of the plunger of the syringe 
adapter, then slide the barrel of the disposable syringe over the end, and you’re in business. 

 

Figure 2: Peeling the rubber sealing cap off the plunger of a disposable syringe 

 
 

Four disposable luer-lock syringes to fit the syringe adapter are included. Luer-lock nozzles (Figure 3) 
are recommended to keep the needles securely connected to the syringe. With slip-on nozzles the 
needle may come off in the animal or drop on the ground, and become a hazard. 
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Figure 3: Syringes with a luer-lock nozzle (like the one shown below) are recommended when using 
pole syringes to prevent the needle coming off 

 
 

A tray of 12 stainless steel 14 G x 1.5” needles, good for rapid deep intramuscular injection of cattle 
and pigs, comes with the package. Fully stainless steel needles (Figure 4) are recommended to 
reduce the chances of the needle bending, or breaking off at the hub leaving the shaft in the animal. 
Any sized needles can be used and trays of 14g x 1”, 14g x 1 ½” ; 16g x ¾” or 18 g x ¾” stainless steel 
reusable needles are available on request. 

 

Figure 4: Fully stainless steel needles like those shown below are recommended when using pole 
syringes because they bend less easily and won’t break off in the animal. 

 
 

The needle support caps that fit over the shaft of the needle and onto the end of the syringe barrel 
(Figure 5) prevents bruising by the needle hub and prevents the needle tearing out if the animal 
moves sideways.  

 

Figure 5. The needle support cap fits over the shaft of the needle and fits tightly onto the end of 
the barrel 

 
 

Some operators additionally use styrofoam balls or plastic tubing to reduce depth of needle 
penetration if the long needles are used.  
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Figure 6. A section of plastic tubing placed horizontally onto the needle can be used to reduce 
depth of penetration when longer needles are used 

 
 

For sterilisation, the syringe adapter with mounted rubber sealing cap and barrel can be boiled, 
autoclaved or microwaved, or soaked and flushed with disinfectant and rinsed, just as one would 
sterilise a vaccination gun. They are also dishwasher safe. 

 

A 20 mL pole syringe adapter is available on special request but the time it takes to inject volumes 
greater than 10 ml with the push-operated models makes them tricky to use. For volumes up to 20 
mL the spring-fired MasterJect pole injector available from Livestock Health Systems Australia is 
recommended. 

 

Situations where the J-W Jabstick might be useful include sedating animals in trailers prior to 
euthanasia and entering the post mortem room, injecting bulls in the neck when they are difficult to 
put in a head bale, on hobby farms with inadequate facilities, large animal rescue operations, stock 
truck rollovers, and yarded animals requiring sedation or medication that won’t, can’t or shouldn’t go 
up a race. 

 

The advantages of the J-W Jabstick over the Westergun Mini and other push-operated models 
promoted for use in livestock include the J-W Jabstick’s utilisation of readily available disposable 
syringes, the multiple options for length and type of pole handle, its considerably cheaper price, and 
the syringe adapters are an Australian design and made in Australia. 

 

For more information or to purchase a J-W Jabstick, visit www.livestockhealthsystems.com or 
contact Tristan on 0448 403 600 or email tristan@livestockhealthsystems.com.  
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